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Demystifying The Debate on Logistics 

Å Argument One: Logistics offers a path 

to the middle class, especially in the 

wake of post 1990s blue collar 

manufacturing job losses  

Å Argument Two: The logistics industry 

creates precarious low wage jobs and 

places hardships on regionõs large 

pool of blue collar workers 

Å Argument Three: Logistics is an 

unsustainable development path that 

destroys low density land use and 

contributes to deadly environmental 

outcomes. 
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Source: http:// www.oltmans.com/ wp-content/plugins/soliloquy-

crop/crop/ crop.php?src=http:// www.oltmans.com/ wp-content/uploads/ inland-empire-

gateway.jpg&a=c&w=725&h=395&q=100  



Whatõs Really Going On? 



We figure some things out by looking a t the data  



First letõs look at out how logistics is measured. 



Unpacking the Black Box of Logistics  

ÅCreated as a category to 

capture growing importance 

of goods distribution. 

ÅBased on specific industrial 

sectors.  

ÅThe way this category is 

constructed affects how we 

measure it and what the 

data tells us. 

Source: http:// blog.jda.com/ wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Internet -Age-Logistics1.jpg 



Unpacking the Black Box of Logistics  

ÅRegional planners measure 

the logistics industry by 

aggregating data for the 

following eight economic 

sectors: 

ðWarehousing and Storage 

ðWholesale Trade 

ð Couriers 

ðSupport Activities for 

Transportation 

ðTruck Transportation 

ðAir Transportation 

ð Rail Transportation 
Source: http:// blog.jda.com/ wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Internet -Age-Logistics1.jpg 



Logistics Sector Looks Good on Paper  

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2002 
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Logistics Sector Employment, 1990-2012, Inland Empire 



Logistics Sector Looks Good on Paper  

Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, 2002 
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EMPLOYMENT GROWTH ð RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

Industry Size, Pay, and Growth 
(Bubble size represents total employment in 2010) 
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Employment Growth (%), 2000-2010  
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But Letõs Take a Closer Look at Warehouse Work 

Source: http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-brown-immigration-

20131006,0,5441798.story#axzz2rrkVSPxM 

Source: http:// www.pri.org/sites/default/files/story/images/RTX487T.jpg  



Blue Collar Warehouse Occupations (BLS)  

ÅShipping, Receiving, and 

Traffic Clerks (435071)  

ÅStock Clerks and Order 

Fillers (435081)  

ÅLaborers and Freight, 

Stock, and Material Movers, 

Hand (537062)  

ÅPackers and Packagers, 

Hand (537064) 

ÅIndustrial Truck and Tractor 

Operators (537051) 

Source: http://allstaffingwarehousing.net/ wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Truck -loading-unloading-

collage-5-24.jpg 
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